inefficiency and corruption of all Government
departments, especially departments
managed, like mine, by females. They
would dig up the very machines they have
buried., and make out that it is my fault
that they have never been brought into use.
They would set their private police to watch
me day and night to get something against
my private character. One of their directors
told me to my face that by lifting up his
finger he could get my windows broken
by the mob; and that Breakages, Limited,
would get the job of putting in new glass.
And it is true. It is infamous, it is out-
rageous; but if I attempt to fight them I
shall be hounded out of public life, and
they will shove Mouldy Mike into the
Cabinet to run my department in their
interests: that is, to make such a failure of it
that Joe will have to sell ft to Breakages,
Limited, at scrap iron price. I-I-oh, it is
beyond bearing (she breaks down).1

A doubt may arise in our minds. Is it too bad to be true? But
we can compare it with life.

Against these two Positive Characters, we may add Amanda,
the gay humourist as the third, the whole Cabinet and the pluto-
cracy they represent are ranged. The Cabinet consists of Negative
characters, firstly, because they do not face the political facts,
and, secondly, because their attitude to social change is negative.
To them, politics is not power to be used for the good of the people,
but for their own profit and for helping their relations to jobs
for which they are quite unfit. Boanerges is described as being
heavily built and aggressively self-assertive, suggesting the dic-
tators, the " Great Men." Vanhattan, the American ambassador
is some one the world must ponder upon, because a great part
of its future fe in his hands.

1.   The Apple Cart, p. 1027. 2.b.
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